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Polyplus-transfection launches versatile and powerful
transfection reagent for DNA and siRNA

jetPRIME ™ expands rich catalogue of innovative reagents

Strasbourg, France, May 11th, 2009 - Polyplus-transfection, a company
specialized in research, development and marketing of innovative reagents for
transfection and nucleic acid-based therapies, today announced the launch of
jetPRIME ™, a new versatile and powerful reagent for DNA and siRNA
transfection.

jetPRIME™ brings pharmaceutical and biotechnology researchers a number of
advantages over most competitive offerings in the marketplace for day-to-day
transfection experiments. The versatile reagent may be used for DNA as well as
siRNA transfection in order to conduct transient gene expression studies and
gene silencing by RNA interference. jetPRIME™ is very efficient regardless of the
nucleic acid delivered and gentle to cells because it uses smaller amounts of
both nucleic acid and reagent compared to most reagents on the market.
Furthermore, jetPRIME™ is adapted to co-transfection of DNA and siRNA.

"Today's announcement of jetPRIME™ brings a significant new extension to our
range and demonstrates Polyplus-transfection's ability to develop powerful
transfection reagents," said Frédéric Perraud, CEO of Polyplus-transfection. "It
also shows our commitment to continually improve our core business - the
development of innovative solutions for transfection and therapeutic nucleic acid
delivery."

Note to editors

Gene transfection consists in introducing a plasmid into the nucleus of a cell to
produce a protein that may affect the cell. Understanding gene function
potentially leads to the development of therapeutic strategies against diseases.
Transient gene transfection is also a means of producing viruses or recombinant
proteins used in therapy.

In contrast, siRNA transfection only requires delivery of siRNA into the
cytoplasm of a cell to block gene expression. The ability to silence a gene
permits the understanding of its function, and helps learning about mechanisms
of disease caused by the misregulation of specific genes.
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About Polyplus-transfection

Polyplus-transfection is a research-focused biotechnology company developing
and marketing innovative solutions for transfection and therapies based on
nucleic acid delivery.

Transfection consists in introducing a gene or a small interfering RNA into cells.
This technique makes it possible to cross the cellular barriers and deliver such
biomolecules into the cells for research, therapeutic purposes or protein and
virus production.

Since 2001, Polyplus-transfection, an ISO 9001:2000 certified company, has
been marketing its transfection reagents worldwide to biotechnology and
pharmaceutical companies as well as life science academic laboratories. The
offer extends to in vivo transfection reagents for the delivery of therapeutic
nucleic acids such as gene or siRNA. Pre-clinical and cGMP-compliant reagents
are available. Clinical trials are currently ongoing using these qualified reagents
for cancer therapy and HIV immune therapy.

More recently, Polyplus-transfection extended its field of expertise to the
development of the ZNA™ cationic oligonucleotides, novel tools for molecular
biology and diagnostics. Offering an increased affinity for complementary nucleic
acids without losing specificity, ZNA™ improve the performance of molecular
hybridisation techniques.

The Strasbourg-based company is recognized as a leading innovator in the
transfection market, with exclusive licenses from the CNRS and numerous
patent applications pending. Polyplus-transfection R&D has well-established
partnerships with biotech companies and is also involved in several European
research networks.

For more information, visit: http://www.polyplus-transfection.com
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